To: 

Stavros Dimas

Commissioner, Directorate-General Environment 
European Commission
B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Cc: 

Patrick Murphy

Head of Unit B2. Nature &  Bio-diversity 

Environment Directorate-General
European Commission
B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Carlos Romão, Manager

Doug Evans, Biodiversity and Natura 2000

European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity

57, rue Cuvier
75231 Paris Cedex
France

Sergei Stanishev

Prime Minister, Council of Ministers of the Republic of Bulgaria

1 Dondukov Blvd 

1194 Sofia
Bulgaria

Re: Compliance with Directive 92/43/ЕЕС and Establishment and Conservation of the European Ecological Network NATURA 2000 in Bulgaria. 

Sofia, 18 January 2007

Dear Mr. Dimas, 

We address you with concern about NATURA 2000 European Ecological Network designation and conservation in Bulgaria. 

By the date of its EU membership – January 1, 2007 – the government of Bulgaria did not fulfill the commitment to submit the national list of pSCIs, notwithstanding the full technical readiness to do it. Herewith we enclose the complete set of documents for the network proposed in Bulgaria pursuant to the Habitats Directive provisions (225 sites covering 28,6 % of the land area) as drafted for Bulgarian government by NGOs and four Directorates of national and nature parks in Bulgaria with the assistance of experts from the Ministry of Environment and Water and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests by November 21, 2006. The relevant set of documents under the Birds Directive (114 sites covering 23% of the land area) was submitted to EU in October 2006. The total coverage of both networks is about 34 %.

Besides, as of January 1, 2007 there is no preventive protection of proposed sites under the provisions of Article 6 (3) & (4) of Directive 92/43/EEC because of the lack of operative legal mechanism in the national legislation. Since the beginning of the year a number of resolutions allowing business activities in Natura 2000 sites have already been issued without being subject to any assessment of their effect thereon.

Under particular threat are the Black Sea Biogeographic Region and its habitats where irreversible damages to biodiversity are already caused by construction of golf playgrounds, hotels, and wind generators. The main threats to the other biogeographic regions are related to deforestation, disorderly construction of small hydroelectric power stations and wind generators, construction of new ski resorts. 

In addition, strong public discontent arises due to lack of adequate and timely informational campaign among the public and the central and local state administration. Moreover, members of parliament, district governors, and mayors carry out active campaign against the ecological network.

We rely on you to undertake the measures required to set off immediate enforcement of preventive protection and submittal of a full list of Bulgarian sites in shortest timeframe.

Should you need any additional information, do not hesitate to turn to Andrey Kovatchev, Balkani Wildlife Society, 8 Dragan Tcankov Blvd., 1164 Sofia, Bulgaria. tel/fax +359 2 963 14 70, akovatchev@balkani.org; or Katerina Rakovska, WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme Bulgaria, 67/1/3 Tcanko Tcerkovski Str., 1421 Sofia, Bulgaria, tel/fax +359 2 964 05 45, krakovska@wwfdcp.bg. 

Enclosure: 
A DVD containing the full set of documents for sites included in the national list under the Habitats Directive, as well as description of these proposals as regards the way of their development, the completeness and deficiencies of data available, and the contents of documents submitted.

Sincerely yours,

1. Alexander Kodjabashev, Center for Environmental Law, kodjabashev@bluelink.net

2. Aleksi Popov, National Museum of Natural History, alpopov@bulinfo.net

3. Andrey Kovatchev, BALKANI Wildlife Society, member of Large Carnivore Initiative, akovatchev@balkani.org

4. Boris Barov, Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, member of BirdLife International, boris.barov@bspb.org

5. Borislav Sandov, University Environmental Club – UNECO at the Sofia University,  uneco@abv.bg

6. Daniela Pencheva, Environmental Association “Haberlea” – Asenovgrad, radina_ch@abv.bg

7. Diana Zlatanova, Environmental Educational and Research Center / Sofia Zoo, zlite2@mail.bg

8. Geko Spriridonov, Wilderness Fund, member of IUCN, gekospiridonov@abv.bg

9. Georgi Stoyanov, Society for the Protection of Birds of Prey, bpps@abv.bg

10. Georgi Yordanov, Environmental Society “Earth forever” -  Svishtov, earthforever_sv@abv.bg

11. Ivajlo Borisov, Bat Research and Protection Group, brpg@bats-bulgaria.org

12. Ivan Raev, Association "Bulgaria Water Partnership" member of Global Water Partnership, bwp@dir.bg

13. Ivaylo Hlebarov,Environmental Association Za Zemiata (For the Earth), member of CEE Bankwatch, hlebarov@bankwatch.org

14. Lubomir Popiordanov, Bulgarian Association for Alternative Tourism, BAAT@spnet.net

15. Mariia Samardzhieva, Union of Parks & Landscape Specialists in Bulgaria, parkland@abv.bg

16. Milena Dimitrova, Centre for Environmental Information & Education, member of CEE Bankwatch, milena@ceie.org

17. Petko Kovachev, Green Policy Institute, petkok@bankwatch.org

18. Peter Penchev, National movement "Ekoglasnost",  p_p_trojanski@yahoo.com 

19. Radi Radev, Association “Ecoforum“, radev@mgu.bg

20. Rosen Aleksov, Environmental Association Tetida – Blagoevgrad, tetida_02@yahoo.com

21. Rosen Tzonev, Bulgarian Phytosociological Society, rossentzonev@abv.bg

22. Rosen Vassilev, Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation, member of IUCN, rossen.vassilev@biodiversity.bg

23. Stoyan Beshkov, Bulgarian Lepidopterological Society, beshkov@nmnh.bas.bg

24. Stoyan Yotov,  Borrowed Nature, stoyan@bornat.org

25. Svetla Emilijanova, Student Nature Protection and Research Society at the Biological Faculty of Sofia University, studentsko_ps@abv.bg

26. Svetla Nikolova, Association Agrolink, Member of IFOAM and GENET,  agrolink@agrolink.org

27. Toma Belev, Green Balkans Federation, member of CEEWEB, office@greenbalkans.org  

28. Valko Biserkov, Bulgarian Herpetological Society,  v@biserkov.com

29. Vesselina Kavrakova, WWF Danube-Carpathian Program Bulgaria, kavrakova@wwfdcp.bg

30. Tzvetelina Naydenova, Student Club for Nature Protection at the Forestry University (SKOPS),  scops_ltu@yahoo.com



