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TekcT Mnamen MetpoB, potorpadus aBTopbT, Aumutnbp bepos 1 apxus

"

KBECOTAETA
ANYHOCT

Haﬁ-npexmm T 32 aBToMO6OWIM 0 CefleMTe PUICKK
esepa MuHaBa npe3 [Tannmunie. BucOKONIaHMHCKUAT
KYPOPT € KPbCTEeH Ha O/IM3KOTO €3epo, YMATO HOBBPXHOCT
6wta gucTa 1 IIaKa Kato maHuna. Juec eseporo [anuia

e OypeHscano 1 3aMbPCEHO, a II0 TECHNS ITBT KbM KYPOpTa,
BUell| ce HaJ| AbIOOKaTa IIPOIIACT, Ce PasMMHaBaMe Ha KOChM
¢ 6eroHOBO3M 11 KamyoHu. B TTanuunime ot 671130 rogyHa
IIOYTH NEHOHOLTHO Ce CeKaT JbpPBETa I Ce€ pas4MCTBAT
TepeHM 3a TyKco3Hu xoreny. OT eHepruyHaTa CTpOUTETHA
IeTHOCT BCUYKO B pajioHa € MOKPUTO ¢ feber coit

mpax. MeukuTe, MofIIallieHy OT IIYMa, ca ce CKPUIN B
oT/jalIedeHy YacTy Ha miaHnHaTa. CoBUTe He ce obaxaaT
HOILIEM.

Bcuuko 3amouBa ot ambunymre Ha obuHa CamnapeBa

6aHs [a 3anmpuiya Ha rojieMuTe 3MMHM KypopTtu bancko

u boposen. MuHnanaTa ropguHa B [lannunine ca npogageHn
II'bPBHUTE TIET Hapliena ¢ obia oy okono 100 gexapa.
BueceHusT 3a ogobpenne B MUHMCTEPCTBOTO Ha OKO/THATA
cperna ¥ BOGUTE IPOEKT 3a HOBYU CKU-TIMCTYU U CEJANKOB TUPT
IMannumine - Esepara - Bppx Kabyn obaue e oTxBbprIeH

U BBPHAT 3a npepaborsaHe. [Ipe3 aBrycT eKOIOrn4HNUTE
OpraHM3anuy ayTapMupaxa, 4e IbTAT oT [laHnunmme 3a xmxa
“Ilnonepcka” ce pasuIMpsiBa HE3AKOHHO 1 63 KaKBUTO

" ja 6110 IpOTNBOEpO3MOHHY Mepku. [IpoBepkaTa um
YCTaQHOBY, Ye IOYTH 1/2 OT TpaceTo Ha MPOeKTUpaHUs NPT
IIpeMMHAaBa Ipe3 3alllUTeHV TePUTOPUM Ha HallOHATHUA
napk “Puma”.
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he shortest route to the Seven Rila Lakes by road runs

through Panichishte. This high mountain resort is
named after the nearby lake whose surface was once as clean
and smooth as a plate (panitsa in Bulgarian). Today Lake
Panitsa is weedy and dirty, and driving to the resort along
the narrow road which winds high above the deep gorge, we
squeeze past lorries and cement mixers. In Panichiste, trees
are being cut down and land is being cleared to make way
for luxury hotels. This has been going on around the clock
for almost a year now. Because of the intense construction
activity, everything in the region is covered in a thick layer of
dust. Frightened by the noise, the bears have retreated deep
into the mountains. And you can no longer hear the owls at
night.

It all started when the local authorities in Sapareva Banya
decided they wanted to turn their municipality into a major
winter resort like Bansko and Borovets. Last year they sold
off five land plots with a total area of approximately 25 acres
in Panichishte. But their project for new ski runs and a chair
lift between Panichiste, the Seven Rila Lakes and the Kabul
Peak, which they had submitted for approval to the Ministry
of Environment and Water, was rejected and returned for
revision. In August several environmental organisations
raised the alarm that the road from Panichishte to the
Pionerska Chalet was being widened illegally — and without
any anti-erosion measures. They had also checked and found
that almost half the planned gondola track runs through
protected areas of the Rila National Park.
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Ha 30 aBrycr exun Ha cm. Bulgaria Air Busis ¢ ounre cn xak
paboTHMIM M3/MBaT GETOHHIITE OCHOBY Ha [jBa CTH/I0a 3a
NUQT HEOCPeACTBEHO II0f] HO/HATA CTAHIMA Ha CKU-B/IeKa
mo xwxa “Puyicku esepa”, a 6ynmosepu u 6arepyu pasimmpsBaT
¥ 3apaBHsIBAT IbTA. bapuepara, HocTaBeHa B HAYa/IOTO Ha
OTK/IOHEHIETO 3a XIJDKaTa, Oellle 6pPyTaTHO M3KpUBEHa 1
nsMecreHa. Tabemara ¢ Hapnuc, 3abpaHsBalL HABIU3aHETO
Ha aBTOMOOWIN B HALMOHAIHMA [TapK, Oe 3aMasaHa ¢

6suma 60s1. CsiKamn HAKAKBa [TapajieNiHa BJIacT, 3a KOSTO He
CBILECTBYBAT 3aKOHM, b€ [oejIa HelllaTa B PbLieTe CU U
6€30WINBO AEMOHCTpUpALIe MYCKY/II U HEITYKU3BM.

Ha3 CENTEMBPM MIUHIUCTPPDHT Ha OKOTHATA Cpefa "
BOOUTE H)KCB,E[CT an’prB 06}IBI/I, 4e 1€ CbCTaBM Ha KMETa
Ha O6IJ.II/IHa CanapeBa 6aHs aKT 3a AIMMHUCTPAaTUBHO
HapyuieHnune. OcHoOBaHMETO €, Y€ MECTHUTE BJ/IaCTU Ca
3aIllOYHa/IN PEKOHCTPYKIMATA HA I'DTA TUXOMBJIKOM, 6e3
[a € 3BbpLICHA OLI€HKa 3a B'b3,HC]7[CTBI/IC BDBHPXY OKO/IHATa

cpena.

[TpupoposamurHuiTe 06ade HACTOSIBAT 3a II0-CTPOIN
mepkut. Te uckaT mpokyparypara fa ce HamecH, a Jlupexius
3a HAL[MOHAJIEH CTPOVTE/IEH KOHTPOII /2 CIIpe He3aKOHHOTO
CTPOMTENCTBO B Iapka. Ha 4 cenreMBpu BeuepTa eKOIO3M €
pasBeTu TpubarpeHniy 610kupaxa gBmxeHnero B Codus,
KaTo Ipecryaxa MHOTOKPATHO MeIIeXONHNUTe IIbTEKN 1
pasmmiAxa 1o TAX Kauonu ¢ Hapmucu “HesakoHeH xoTten”.
U kaTo [oKa3aTeICTBO, Ye TOBA He € CaMO HallleHCKa
Hepasbopus, cper ckaugypanusata “Puma” u “Vickame
Ipupoja, He 6eTOH”, Ce YyBaxa Bb3ITacu Ha QPEHCKN U
UCIaHCKN e3uK. B

On 30 August a team from this magazine saw with their own
eyes how workers were pouring the concrete foundations for
two pylons immediately below the lower station of the ski lift
to the Rilski Ezera Chalet while bulldozers and excavators
were widening and levelling the road. The barrier at the turn
in the road to the chalet was brutally twisted and moved
aside. The sign prohibiting cars from entering the national
park was painted over in white. It was as if a parallel power
immune to all laws had taken things in its own hands, and
was now arrogantly flaunting its muscle and hubris.

On 3 September, Minister of Environment and Water
Djevdet Chakarov declared that he would issue the mayor

of Sapareva Banya Municipality with a written statement on
the administrative violation because the local authorities had
begun reconstructing the road without prior notification and
without conducting an environmental impact assessment.

Environmentalists, however, are calling for tougher
measures. They want the prosecutor’s office to take action,
and the Directorate for National Construction Control

to stop the illegal construction work in the park. On the
evening of 4 September, environmental activists blocked
traffic in Sofia, waving national flags and walking back and
forth across pedestrian crossings on which they scattered
cardboard boxes inscribed with the words ‘Tllegal hotel’. And
as proof that this is not a typically exclusive Bulgarian mess,
the slogans chanted by the demonstrators — “Rila!l” and “We
want Nature, not concrete!” — were interspersed with cries in
French and Spanish. B
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