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NGO update on progress on imple me ntation of Recomme ndation No. 98 (2002) on the  
proje ct to  build a motorway through the  Kre sna Gorge (Bulgaria), November 2007 

__________ 

 

In 2002 the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention adopted Recommendation 98 (2002) 
regarding plans to build the Struma motorway through the Kresna Gorge.  It indicated c learly the great 
importance of the gorge and the necessity to find an alternative route for the motorway outs ide the 
gorge that can satisfy the need for transport development while fulf illing the need to preserve the 
nature inheritance.  

The failure of the road construction authorities in Bulgaria to implement the recommendation led 
to the Standing Committee opening a case f ile in 2004; construction of other sections of the motorway 
had already begun without overall Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and without a solution to 
the problem with the Kresna Gorge. This was accompanied by a delay in the announcement of a 
protected area in the region and other ecological problems.  

Despite the initial huge diff iculties regarding implementation of Recommendation 98 (2002), in 
the last three years there has been signif icant progress to avoid damage to the Kresna Gorge. Final 
detailed technical design of the tunnel alternative is des igned to the west of the Gorge and approved by 
road authorities. The EIA report, elaborated in September 2007, which assessed two alternatives, 
inc luding the tunnel variant, has been approved by the Ministry of Environment and Water. The f inal 
decision is that the Struma motorway has to pass the Kesna Gorge through a tunnel with two small 
sections going above ground. Financing for construction of this is secured and provided. The 
construction work is not started yet, so it is not possible at this stage to say how the proposed 
mitigation measures and the whole project w ill be implemented.  

As a result of the opening of the case file there is now a high possibility for a successful 
fulf illment of Recommendation 98 (2002). We are optimistic that the prompt action of the Standing 
Committee will lead to the avoidance of damaging dec isions in relation to the proposed motorway 
through the Kresna Gorge and the achievement of far better solutions not only in relation to the 
biodivers ity of the Kresna Gorge but also in relation to encouraging open and democratic procedures 
for decis ion making.  

However we recommend that the case file remain open until the section of Struma motorway to 
the Kresna gorge is constructed, in order to monitor the implementation of the project 

Contact details of the NGO Partners:  

Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds (BirdLife in Bulgaria):  Irina Mateeva, Sofia 1111, 
PO box 50, tel./fax: + 359 2 971 58 56, e-mail: irina.kostadinova@bspb.org 
 
BALKANI Wildlife Society: Andrey Kovatchev  
Sofia 1164, 8 Dragan Tzankov St.  
tel: + 3 592 9631470, e-mail: akovatchev@abv.bg 
 

Centre for Environmental Information and Education (CEE BankWatch) 
Daniel Popov 
Sofia 1421, 67(3)  Tzanko Tzerkovski St.  
tel: + 3 592 866 90 47, e-mail: e-mail: dpopov@ceie.org 
 

Association “ECOFORUM” 
Prof. Radi Radev 
Sofia 1113, p.box 6 
Tel./ fax: +359 2 8705379, e-mail: radev2211@yahoo.fr  
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Environmental Association "Za Zemiata" (For the Earth, CEE BankWatch)  
Ivaylo Hlebarov 
Sofia 1000, PO box 975  
tel./fax: + 359 2 851 86 20, e-mail: hlebarov@bankwatch.org 
 

Green Policy Institute 
Petko Kovachev  
Sofia 1303, 17-A Sofroniy Vrachanski, 3 fl., ap. 9  
tel./fax: + 359 2 9892785, e-mail: beroesz@yahoo.com 


