Mr. José Manuel Barroso

President of the European commission

1049 Brussels, Belgium 
PETITION

Subject:  Non implementation by the Government of Bulgaria of EU law related
               to the Natura 2000 network trough ongoing and planned destructions of     

               European natural heritage  
Presenter:
Surname: Mrs. Petkantchin
First name: Vera 
Nationality: Bulgarian

Permanent address: 20 Elin Pelin Str., fl.4
Town: Sofia
Post code: 1164
Country: Bulgaria 

E-mail address: chwor151@yahoo.com
Name of the association:  Grazhdani za Rila (Citizens for Rila) 
Other signatories: 
Surname: Fidanova  

First name: Valentina 

Name of the association: Green Balkans federation of nature-conservation NGO
Surname: Kadrinov 
First name: Vasil 
Name of the association: Geo Association 
Surname: Sandov 
First name: Borislav 
Name of the association:  University environmental club 'UNECO'
Surname: Kondarev 
First name: Genadi 
Name of the association:  Za Zemyata Association 
Content:

1. Lack of sufficient designation and protection of the Natura 2000 network in 
    Bulgaria – problems and proposed solutions
1.1. Lack of sufficient designation and rejection of sites or their parts on the base of 

       purely economical interests

1.2. Chaotic, vast and totally unsustainable development of new hotels, villas, 

       apartments and golf grounds along the seaside of the Black Sea and in Rila, 

       Pirin and Rhodope Mountains

1.3. Holliday villages and hotels in Natura 2000 areas without water treatment 

       systems 

1.4. Construction of new and significant enlargement of existing ski complexes in  

      habitats of wolf, bear and lynx inside of NATURA 2000 sites 

1.5. Construction of wind turbines in Bird and Bat Important Areas and on rare habitats and in pristine areas

1.6. Small hydro-power plants

1.7. Clearing riparian forests

1.8. Extraction of sand from river beds  

1.9. Lack of clear distinguishable procedures of assessing impacts of projects and  

       plans on NATURA 2000 
2. Cases

2.1. Rila Buffer site excluded from the official Natura 2000 list 
2.2. The area of Panichishte - The Seven Lakes – Kabul Peak in Rila Mountain
2.3. The area of Iskrovete-Govedartsi-Maljovitsa in Rila Mountain
2.4. The area of Borovets in the Rila Mountain

2.5. The area of Dolna banya - Ibar Peak in Rila Mountain
2.6. The area of Kostenets - Belmeken Peak in Rila Mountain
2.7. The area of Treshtenik in Rila Mountain
2.8. The area of Semkovo in Rila Mountain
2.9. The area of Kartala in Rila Mountain

2.10. The area of Northern Pirin Mountain 
2.11. The area of Perelik in Rhodope Mountain 
2.12. The area of Syutka in Rhodope Mountain
2.13. Northern slopes of Kom peak in Balkan Mountain excluded from the site 

         Zapadna Stara Planina and Predbalkan / BG0001040/ 
2.14. The areas of the Shabla Lake Complex and Tyulenovo at the Black Sea coast 

2.15. The area of Kaliakra at the Black Sea coast 

2.16. The area of Batova River at the Black Sea coast 

2.17. The area of Kamchia -Shkorpilovtsi at the Black Sea coast 

2.18. The area of Emine –Irakli at the Black Sea coast 

2.19. The area of  Ropotamo at the Black Sea coast 
2.20. The area of Strandzha Natural park
3. List of attachments
3.1. Table with all Bulgarian Natura 2000 sites and descriptions about the ongoing 

       problems with their protection and with the borders of some of them 

3.2. Map of endangered Black Sea pSCIs

3.3. Map of endangered from new ski resorts and facilities pSCIs

3.4. Map of endangered from hydro-power plants pSCIs

1. Lack of sufficient designation and protection of the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria – problems and proposed solutions

We appeal for urgent measures to provide NATURA 2000 sites in Bulgaria, submitted and not submitted in the EU, with protection and to stop their destruction. The Government of Bulgaria and relevant municipalities do not provide real protection to the Natura 200 sites. Indicative cases are described under the Cases Section to illustrate the problems. Urgent measures are needed to stop devastation and to start restoration where necessary of most endangered habitats and species.  Due to the scale of the threats and number of permitted activities in NATURA 2000 regardless their cumulative impacts, as result of total destruction of natural habitats outside of the NATURA 2000, these measures are inevitable in order to achieve the aims of the Habitats and Birds Directives. It is not possible to compensate these threats with protection of these habitats and species elsewhere and to achieve this way coherence of the NATURA 2000 network. Lack of willingness of the Bulgarian authorities to respect that Directives and their goals, total disregarding of prevailing public opinion in the country, which is in favor of nature protection is the main reason to send these appeal to the European Institutions and to ask for their urgent action.

Here bellow main problems and their solutions are described: 
1.1. Lack of sufficient designation and rejection of sites or their parts on the base of purely economical interests

There are number of sites, which according to the scientific criteria should be part of NATURA 2000, but are not submitted in the EU:
· Proposed potential Site of Community Importance “Rila – buffer” BG0001188 was rejected by Bulgarian Government and not submitted in the European Commission due to presence of number of projects for development of new and strong enlarging of existing ski resorts. 
· The southern slopes of pSCI “Tvardishka planina” BG0000211 protecting wolf, bear and land tortoises were not included in the officially adopted site due to interests for harvesting timber in the area. 
· The northern slopes of the peak Kom protecting wolf, bear and lynx were not included in the officially adopted site   “ Zapadna Stara Planina i Predbalkan ”  BG0001040 due to existing project for development of ski resort. 
Number of sites for the protection of birds were submitted in the EU with changed and decreased borders due to existing projects for development of ski resorts, seaside resorts, wind turbines and  harvesting timber. According to Bulgarian law all these not submitted sites or their parts are deprived of any protection.
Urgently preventive protection for them should be ensured according to requirements of Birds and Habitats Directives. Meanwhile EC should ask Bulgarian Government for full designation of the network, according to the scientific criteria. 

Proposed pSCI “Rila – buffer” BG0001188 should be provided by protection as already submitted pSCI. The European Commission should ask Bulgarian Government to add this site to the network of pSCIs.  

Submitted pSCI “Tvardishka planina” BG0000211 should be revised Excluded southern slopes of Tvardishka mountain should be added again to site area.

Submitted pSCI “ Zapadna Stara Planina i Predbalkan ”  BG0001040 should be revised. Excluded northern slopes of  Kom peack  should be added again to the area of the site Zapadna Stara Planina and Predbalkan / BG0001040/. 
1.2. Chaotic, vast and totally unsustainable development of new hotels, villas, 
       apartments and golf grounds along the seaside of the Black Sea and in Rila, 
       Pirin and Rhodope Mountains

Overbuilding leave to strong interest for starting new projects in preserved so far natural areas – mostly those which are now included in NATURA 2000.  A number of very problematic projects, falling inside NATURA 2000 sites was permitted.  Bulgarian Government is not aware what will be cumulative impacts of these chaotic developments. New permissions were issued without real assessment of their impacts on NATURE, regardless the accumulation of these impacts to unacceptable level. Destructive projects in most important sites started few months after the accession date / 01.01.2007/ and continued in 2008. However thousands of other projects are already permitted individually or in the frame of municipality urban development plans. Lack of willingness from authorities to protect affected sites is accompanied with low capacity of them to carry out quality assessments of impacts of new developments. Few officers are responsible to carry out hundreds of small scale assessments for several months.  
The investors are often registered in off-shore zones, so that the origin of their capital cannot be ascertained which rises the concern that significant part of the construction is financed by grey or completely illegal business.

Furthermore, as the construction of new developments in many places continues even after the excessive supply has become obvious and the profits of the developers have decreased to zero, it is suspected that the construction is used for money laundering, rather than business.

Urgent measures to implement article 6 (2) of the Directive 92/43/EC are needed and to apply for that all relevant existing national provisions. Moratorium of new and started build up activities should be implemented in all most vulnerable sites. A strategic level of planning of planning and assessment impacts should be applied in order to ensure qualified level of these assessments and regarding cumulative impacts, which will arise from number of small or bigger scale projects.
1.3. Holliday villages and hotels in Natura 2000 areas without water treatment 
       systems 

There are innumerous hotels and holiday villages build and being build on the Black Sea coast and in the mountains of Bulgaria in Their sometimes attractive and sometimes grotesque architecture is hiding the truth that the drainage water from these complexes is rarely going through a water treatment system. In most of the cases it is poured into the nearest river or into the sea causing harm to ecosystems and endangering the health of the people that use these waters to drink, water field or swim and bath. Even after implementation of the European Water Directive into the national legislation the problem remains – no one has stopped a newly build hotel to start operating just because there is no such infrastructure and that is exactly what the directive imposes as a rule.

1.4. Construction of new and significant enlargement of existing ski complexes in  

       habitats of wolf, bear and lynx inside of NATURA 2000 sites 

Illegal construction of new ski slopes and facilities in Pirin National Park in 2007 opened the box of Pandora and big number of new ski projects appeared and were officially launched as accepted by the Government, prior to have passed through an environmental assessment. In 2007 and 2008  illegal constructions of ski slopes and related infrastructure started also in other National Parks and Natura 2000 sites.

Illegal constructions, which took place in Pirin and Rila Mountains ( sites BG0000209, BG0001188, BG0000495), such as ski runs and facilities, infrastructure, built without environmental permit or full assessment including according article 6 (3), should be subject of restoration. Significant enlargements of existing and starting new ski complexes in these habitats should be also not allowed. 

1.5. Construction of wind turbines in Bird and Bat Important Areas and on rare 
      habitats and in pristine areas

Big number of such projects were permitted especially along Black Sea Coast, but  also in many cases on areas with rare protected grasslands (such as Kaliakra case) or habitats of vulnerable to human presence species, such as bear and wolf. Investors very often disregard completely sensibility of the areas and buy land for development of the wind turbines in places where they expect highest possible income and less administrative problems with purchasing lands. Most suitable is the cheapest municipal or state lands in remote areas or areas along the Black Sea Coast. These very often are exactly most valuable areas for nature conservation included in NATURA 2000. Alternative placements outside the NATURA 2000 and migration corridors are not regarded at all. A file is open in Bern Convention regarding construction of wind turbines in Kaliakra area and Black Sea Coast. 

Construction of wind turbines along Via Pontica migration road should be forbidden and given permits revised – as it is Recommended by the Bern Convention. Restoration of damaged priority grasslands, especially in on Kaliakra cape should be started. 

1.6. Small hydro-power plants

In similar chaotic way, without assessing impacts on protected species and habitats, the process of permitting and construction of small and medium hydropower plants is under going in Bulgaria. Hundreds of such permission was issued in NATURA 2000 prior to accession. Tens are issued after the accession. Practically no effective mitigation measures are undertaken. If these wrong policy, or rather its lack, will be not revised, practically all rivers, inside or outside NATURA 2000, will be affected. In relation to type of facility they will be almost totally deprived from water or changed to bigger or smaller pools. Formerly common priority species and habitats are endangered from disappearance on national level.

It is necessary to ban construction of new hydro-power plants, permitted or not permitted, in river stretches protecting riparian habitats (*91E0, 92C0, 92A0, 91F0), fish species, *Аstropotamobius torrentium, and otter. 

Already constructed hydro-power plants should be provided with revised water permits and to apply strong mitigation measures (75% minimum water level from average month and year water quantities, automatic gauges to measure water quantity after water catchments points and every day information on web about actual levels after every catchments point, extracting water from the level of the river bed and destruction of artificial walls, restoration of damaged habitats and population).


1.7. Clearing riparian forests

In 2007 country wide action was started aimed on clearing of riparian forests charged to be main reason for floods in both years. It was totally wrong judgment, actually making the situation worst than previously. Big areas with riparian forests *91E0, 92C0, 92A0,91F0 were cut. 

Ban of these activities in pSCIs protecting riparian habitats (91E0, 92C0, 92A0,91F0) should as fast as possible applied. Restoration measures undertaken. 


1.8. Extraction of sand from river beds  

In Bulgaria is still practice to dig river beds in order to extract sands for build up activities. These practices should be canceled. Issued permits should be revised, issuing new permits for such activities should be stopped, searching for alternatives methods (extracting outside river beds). 
1.9. Lack of clear distinguishable procedures of assessing impacts of projects and 
      plans on NATURA 2000 

Habitats Directive provides sites of NATURA 2000 with procedure for assessing plans and projects and their impacts on the network. These assessments can be combined with traditional EIA or SEA, however should be clearly distinguishable. Individuals and legal persons, and especially environmental NGOs, should have clear way for access to information on such procedures and should not impeded to appeal such decisions in the court.

Bulgarian Law does not transpose clearly these requirements.

· When such assessments are combined with EIA or SEA procedure the relevant permit do not have clear part of it and often without having full access do the permit it is not clear if it is also permit according to NATURA 2000

· Citizens are not provided with easy access to the content of permits. Way of their notification is not clear and often authorities hide this information by putting such notifications in places difficult to be assessed by citizens (chaotically chosen newspapers or boards in the building of authority). This is especially true for procedures, where project pass screening with final decision to not make full assessment (most common way of avoiding real assessments of impacts). 

· Moreover the deadlines for submitting court appeal after such unclear notification is 14 days. In the same time in order to achieve access to the full permit citizen should sent special written request and will be answered in terms of 1 month or 2 weeks after expiring the deadline for appeals.

Urgent measures are necessary to comply with these procedures, with European legislation.

2. Cases 
2.1. Rila Buffer excluded from the Natura 2000 list
Rila National Park in Bulgaria is under threat. It is one of the nine European protected areas certified as a PAN Parks territory and one of the three national parks in Bulgaria, IUCN category II. Rila Bufer as part of the Rila National Park is of highest conservation importance. Rila Buffer was proposed for inclusion in NATURA 2000 network by the biodiversity specialists, developing the network in Bulgaria. The site was the only one, officially discarded from the NATURA 2000 sites list by the Bulgarian government.
The decision on the exclusion of Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 network of protected territories was taken on November 29th 2007 by the Bulgarian Council of Ministers. The pressure from ski resort developers on the Bulgarian government has been much stronger and convincing than the nature-protection demands of civil society and the general public.
2.2. The area of Panichishte - The Seven Lakes – Kabul Peak in Rila Mountain
The area of Panichishte - The Seven Lakes – Kabul Peak comprises imposing complexes of glacial lakes, ssiliceous rocky screes, acidophil grassland communities and priority Nardus-grasslands in the Rila Mountain. On the lower altitudes are situated century-old acidophilus spruce forests, forests of endemic Balkan Pine and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. The forests provide key habitats for two priority mammals listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC – the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf, and numerous bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC – Tetrao urogallus, Picoides tridactilus, Dryocopus martius, Aegolius funereus, Glaucidium passerinum. The area protects 178 species of higher plants, including 2 local endemics, 3 Bulgarian endemics, 11 Balkan endemics, 8 rare species, 9 protected species, 2 species included in Annex II of Directive 92/43, 2 species included in the European Red List (E/ECE/1249), 3 species included in the IUCN Red List, 3 species included in the Bern Convention lists, 4 species under the Washington Convention (CITES).
The area is planned to be urbanized by a ski resort named “Panichishte - The Seven Lakes – Kabul Peak” which started in 2007 violating the SEA Directive 2001/42/EEC, EIA Directive 85/337/EEC), the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. Investor is Rila Sport Ltd., a company registered in Bulgaria in 2004, but 99% owned by Realstone Trading Corporation, an offshore company registered on the British Virgin Islands. The planned ski runs are about 80 km and 20000 beds in hotels are planned. The construction of the ski resort started without SEA. More than 10 individual projects within the scope of the Master Spatial Plan of the ski resort were given consent and are being realized without any EIA. The Bulgarian government has failed to prevent the ongoing deterioration of the natural habitats and the habitats of species as well as disturbance of the species protected in the proposed Natura 2000 sites “Rila” and “Rila-buffer” where is located the area of Panichishte - The Seven Lakes – Kabul Peak.
2.3. The area of Iskrovete-Govedartsi-Malyovitsa in Rila mountain

The area of Iskrovete-Govedartsi-Maljovitsa in Rila Mountain is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 sites Rila and Rila-buffer. It includes well-preserved natural habitats of acidophilus Spruce forests, forests of endemic Balkan Pine and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. This compact complex of old-growth forests constitutes the only wildlife migration corridor between Rila Mountain and the Verila – Vitosha - Plana mountain range. It is extremely vital for the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf, which are listed as priority species in Annex II of the Habitat Directive 92/43/EEC, as well as for the endemic Balkan Chamois listed in Annex IV of the Habitat Directive. The forest corridor also links the isolated populations of numerous rare bird species listed in Annex I of the Bird Directive 79/409/EEC – Tetrao urogallus, Bonasa bonasia, Picoides tridactylus, Aegolius funereus, Glaucidium passerinum. 
Despite its great ecological significance the area lost its legislative protection due to speculative economic interests. It was the ski industry that persuaded the Bulgarian government to discard Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 sites list. Thereby, the local ski resort project “Iskrovete-Govedartsi-Maljovitsa” is freed from the strict ecological requirements of the Bird and the Habitat Directives. Investor in the future ski resort is the company LM Impeks of the businessman Hristo Kovachki. The planned ski runs are about 150 km and 20000 beds in hotels are planned. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local authorities in the Municipality of Samokov gave the company the green light to build this massive new ski resort.
2.4. The area of Borovets in the Rila Mountain

The area of Borovets in the Rila Mountain in Bulgaria comprises imposing complexes of glacial lakes, ssiliceous rocky screes, acidophil grassland communities, and priority Nardus-grasslands in the Rila Mountain. On the lower altitudes are situated century-old acidophilus spruce forests, forests of endemic Balkan Pine and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. The forests provide key habitats for the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf, and the Balkan Chamois, 17 bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC – Tetrao Urogallus,Ciconia nigra, Glaucidium passerinum etc., and 5 bird species listed in the Bulgarian Red Data Book. There are 57 endemic species, 105 relict species, 98 are listed in the Red Data Book of Bulgaria.  

The area was urbanized in the past by hotels, lifts and ski runs in the Borovets resort. Now the area is planned to be urbanized further by a ski resort named Super Borovets. Investor in Super Borovets is the company Rila-Samokov 2004 Ltd. The ownership is divided as follows: Borovets Investment Ltd. (67%), Samokov Municipality (25%) and Glavbolgarstroy (8%). Borovets Investment Ltd. is owned by the offshore fund Equest Investment Balkans Ltd. and the State Fund of Oman. The investment is estimated at EUR 500 million. There are 25000 beds planned. More than 100 km of new ski runs will be constructed. The project has been officially supported by the Bulgarian government. Former prime minister of Bulgaria and member of the council of the present ruling coalition is owner of 1654 hectares of land in the area of the future ski resort. This seams to be the reason for the Bulgarian government to discard from the Natura 2000 sites list the site Rila Buffer where the area of Super Borovets is located in order to escape the inevitable repercussions of eventual infringement procedures. There are suspicions about high level corruption and conflicts of interest behind this project.  

2.5. The area of Dolna banya - Ibar Peak in Rila Mountain
The area of Dolna banya - Ibar Peak in Rila Mountain is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 sites Rila and Rila-buffer. The site Rila Buffer is the natural buffer to Rila National Park in Bulgaria, which together must ensure the conservation and the integrity of 35 natural habitats listed in Annex I as well as the habitats of 36 species listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and of 21 bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. Under direct threat are protected forest habitats as well as alpine habitats of relict flora and fauna protected in the Ibar Nature reserve. The area preserves more than 400 higher plant species and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. It is inhabited by priority species such as the Brown Bear, the Grey Wolf and the European ground squirrel. It provides key habitats for 50 bird species including some listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC - Aquila chrysaetos, Tetrao urogallus, Dryocopus martius, Aegolius funereus, etc. 
Despite its great ecological significance the  area lost its legislative protection due to speculative economic interests. It was the ski industry that persuaded the Bulgarian government to discard Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 sites list. Thereby, the local ski resort project “Dolna Banya – Ibar Peack” is freed from the strict ecological requirements of the Bird and the Habitat Directives. There are planned many ski runs an lifts including at the south side of the Ibar Peack and 7000 beds in hotels. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local Municipality of Dolna Banya gave the green light to build this massive new ski resort in spite of the fact that part of the resort is planed to be in the Ibar reserve and in the Rila National Park. 
2.6. The area of Kostenets - Belmeken Peak in Rila Mountain

The area of Kostenets - Belmeken Peak in Rila Mountain is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 sites Rila and Rila-buffer. The site Rila Buffer is the natural buffer to Rila National Park in Bulgaria, which together must ensure the conservation and the integrity of 35 natural habitats listed in Annex I as well as the habitats of 36 species listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and of 21 bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. Under direct threat are protected forest habitats as well as alpine habitats of relict flora and fauna protected in the Nature reserve Ibar. The area preserves more than 400 higher plant species and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. It is inhabited by priority species such as the Brown Bear, the Grey Wolf and the European ground squirrel. It provides key habitats for 50 bird species including some listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC - Aquila chrysaetos, Tetrao Urogallus, Dryocopus martius, Aegolius funereus, etc. 

Despite its great ecological significance the area lost its legislative protection due to speculative economic interests. It was the ski industry that persuaded the Bulgarian government to discard Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 sites list. Thereby, the local ski resort project “Kostenets – Belmeken Peack” is freed from the strict ecological requirements of the Bird and the Habitat Directives. There are planned many ski runs and lifts and 16 000 beds in hotels. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local authorities of the Municipality of Kostenets gave the green light to build this massive new ski resort in spite of the fact that the main part of the resort is planed to be in the Rila National park.
2.7. The area of Treshtenik in Rila Mountain

The area of Treshtenik in Rila Mountain comprises century-old acidophilus spruce forests, forests of endemic Balkan Pine and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. Under direct threat are the imposing complexes of glacial lakes, siliceous rocky screes, acedophile grassland communities and priority Nardus-grasslands in the alpine zone of the area. The area is a key habitat for large mammals such as the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf listed as priority species in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC as well as protected bird species such as Aquila chrysaetos, Alectoris graeca, Tetrao urogallus and Bonasa bonasia etc., listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. The area of Treshtenik is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 site Rila-buffer. The site Rila Buffer is the natural buffer to Rila National Park in Bulgaria, which together must ensure the conservation and the integrity of 35 natural habitats listed in Annex I as well as the habitats of 36 species listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and of 21 bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. 
It was the ski industry that persuaded the Bulgarian government to discard Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 sites list. Thereby, the project for enlargement of the Treshtenik ski resort is freed from the ecological requirements of the Bird and the Habitat Directives. There are planned many new ski runs, lifts and beds in hotels. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the Municipality of Yakoruda gave the green light to this enlargement. Additionally the municipality is planning to urbanize further the area of Treshtenik and the south part of the Rila Mountain by improvement of the road between this resort and the resort of Semkovo in the neighbor Municipality of Belitsa. 
2.8. The area of Semkovo in Rila Mountain

The area of Semkovo in Rila Mountain comprises century-old acidophilus spruce forests, forests of endemic Balkan Pine and priority phytocenoses of Dwarf Pine. Under direct threat are the imposing complexes of glacial lakes, siliceous rocky screes, acedophile grassland communities and priority Nardus-grasslands in the alpine zone of the area. The area is a key habitat for large mammals such as the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf listed as priority species in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC as well as protected bird species such as Aquila chrysaetos, Alectoris graeca, Tetrao urogallus and Bonasa Bonasia etc., listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. 
The area of Semkovo is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 site Rila-buffer. The site Rila Buffer is the natural buffer to Rila National Park in Bulgaria, which together must ensure the conservation and the integrity of 35 natural habitats listed in Annex I as well as the habitats of 36 species listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and of 21 bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. Despite its great ecological significance the area lost its legislative protection due to speculative economic interests. 
It was the ski industry that persuaded the Bulgarian government to discard Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 sites list. Thereby, the project for enlargement of the Semkovo ski resort is freed from the strict ecological requirements of the Bird and the Habitat Directives. There are planned many new ski runs, lifts and beds in hotels. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local authorities of the Municipality of Belitsa gave the green light to this enlargement. 
2.9. The area of Kartala in Rila Mountain

The Site Rila Buffer is the natural buffer to Rila National Park in Bulgaria, which together must ensure the conservation and the integrity of 35 natural habitats listed in Annex I as well as the habitats of 36 species listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and of 21 bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC. Part of Rila Buffer functions also as a buffer zone along the Parangalitsa Nature Reserve. The reserve and its buffer zone protect the oldest Moesian Silver Fir and Acidophilus Picea forests in Europe with an average age of 200 years and a height up to 60 m. They form an isolated but very important habitat for species of community interest such as the Brown Bear, the Grey Wolf, the Capercaillie, etc. The area also preserves 290 higher plants 75 of which are listed in the Red Data Book of Bulgaria.
Still, this remarkably well preserved wilderness area is already being devastated and put under high anthropogenic pressure by the recently started construction works of the ski resort “Kartala” on the territory of Rila Buffer. The construction works started without any Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) in violation of three Council Directives - the EIA Directive 85/337/EEC, the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and the Birds Directive 79/407/EEC. Investor in the ski resort Kartala is Prima Invest BG Ltd., owned by local businessman Ilia Rizov (92.7%) and Blagoevgrad Municipality (7.3%). The total length of ski runs will be 45 km, the total length of ski lifts and drags – 15 km with maximum capacity of 1,400 skiers per hour. The future ski center is entirely situated within the Rila Buffer zone. It is in breach of both Bulgarian, and EU legislation related to Natura 2000.

2.10. The area of Northern Pirin Mountain 

The Bunderishka Valley in Pirin Mountain is the largest and highest steep valley in the Pirin National Park. It hosts priority habitats of Alpine and Boreal heaths on siliceous mountain substrates, with high mountain dwarf bilberry and greenweed heaths in the alpine belt and Mountain dwarf juniper and dense prostate juniper scrub formations in the sub and low-alpine belt. The valley is also inhabited by species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas and Oro-Moesian acidophilous grasslands and by Bushes with Pinus mugo and Rhododendron hirsutum. The priority habitats of century-old Rhodope spruce forest and the endemic Pinus peuce (or High oro-Mediterranean pine forests) woods are another important characteristics of the Bunderishka Valley. 

The forests in the valley are important habitats for priority mammals, listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC such as the Brown Bear and the Balkan Chamois, and a large number of bird species listed in Annex I of the Birds directive 79/409/EEC, among which the Honey Buzzard, the Golden Eagle, the Lesser Spotted Eagle, the Peregrine Falcon, the Hazel Grouse, the Capercaillie, the Boreal Owl, and the Black, the White-backed and the Three-toed  Woodpecker.

The area protects 1315 species of higher plants, 18 local endemics, 17 Bulgarian endemics, 86 Balkan endemics, 20 of which included in Annex II of the Directive 92/43/EEC, 78 species of birds included in Annex II of the Directive 92/43/EEC, and 25 habitats listed in Annex I of the Directive 92/43/EEC.

The Bunderishka valley is coming under severe anthropogenic pressure as a result of the Bansko Ski Zone construction in violation of local legislation, directives 92/43 and 79/409, the Bern Convention and the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. 

Key facts about Bansko Ski resort and its 2007 expansion in the Chalin Valog region of Bunderishka valley:
- The project is a joint venture of the Bansko Municipality (20%) and the private Bulgarian company Yulen Shareholding. 

- 100 % of the project is located in a National Park and NATURA 2000 [pSCI Pirin BG0000209], protected also by UNESCO.

- The area of old-growth and protected forest logged so far is 250 ha, only 100 ha of which is officially given on concession to Yulen Shareholding by the Bulgarian Council of Ministers.

- The ski resort, in its current form, includes 12 new ski slopes, 21 cable-ways, buildings and canteens, an artificial lake, and three 15-km long ski roads. Two-thirds of the facilities are unlawful, or built without environmental permits.

- Continuous logging, broadening of the ski slopes and illegal facilities construction is taking place in the ski zone of Bansko and Natura 2000 site: as of 2007 a new chairlift and several ski roads in the region of Chalin Valog were built without an environmental impact assessment.

- Nine international and six national legal acts were breached in the process of Bansko Ski Zone construction [1]. The primary benefits of the breach are reaped exclusively by Yulen Shareholding.

- The ski zone lead to water pollution and shortage in the region: the main water-sources for the town of Bansko, the  rivers of Bunderitsa and Demianitsa, are seriously impacted by the ski zone. The river of Bunderitza was buried under ski road No1 and since then the quality and quantity of the drinking water has significantly decreased. 

- The entire ski zone is subjected to severe erosion. Cracks and crevices in the slopes as deep as human height are observed at places.

- The loss of landscape due to the erosion, deforestation and building works is gross and irreversible. The ski zone is placed in the very heart of the park, seriously impairing its integrity.

- All civil society attempts at seeking juridical accountability and transparency through court actions and alerting public prosecutors failed. The Bulgarian government and prosecutor jointly deny that there are sufficient legal violations to demand a halt of the on-going resort expansion or to close down the illegal ski runs and facilities.

- Construction of hotels has gone beyond the borders of the park and more than ten large hotels are entering the protected territory (without permission).

2.11. The area of Perelik in Rhodope Mountain 
The area of Perelik in Rhodope Mountain is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 site BG0002113  named Trigrad-Mursalitsa It includes well-preserved natural habitats of Picea abies, Pinus sylvestris, Pinus nigra, Abies alba, Agrostis capillaries, Nardus 

stricta. It is extremely vital for the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf, which are listed as priority species in Annex II of the Habitat Directive 92/43/EEC. 
The forest there is place of living of numerous rare bird species listed in Annex I of the Bird Directive 79/409/EEC like: Bubo bubo, Sylvia nisoria, Picus canus, Alcedo atthis, Caprimulgus europaeus, Dryocopus martius, Glaucidium passerinum, Falco naumanni, Crex crex, Tetrao urogallus, Bonasa bonasia, Aquila chrysaetos, Falco peregrinus, Falco cherrug, Aegolius funereus, Ciconia nigra, Aquila pomarina, Lanius collurio, Lanius minor, Buteo rufinus, Emberiza hortulana, Circaetus gallicus, Milvus migrans, Pernis apivorus, Lullula arborea, Dendrocopos medius. 
 Despite its great ecological significance the area is planned to be place of a giant new ski resort named Super Perelik. There are plans for the constructions of ski runs with a total length of 200 km and 100 km of ski lifts. The firm who is planning this giant destruction of the famous European natural heritage located there is named Super Perelik Tourist Center and is owned by Mr. Kiril Asenov who is relative to the Bulgarian deputy minister of environment and water Mrs. Lyubka Katchakova. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local authorities in the Municipality of Smolyan lead by the Mayor of Smolyan Mrs. Dora Yankova gave the green light to build this massive new ski resort.

2.12. The area of Syutka in Rhodope Mountain
The area of Syutka in Rhodope Mountain is part of the proposed NATURA 2000 site BG0001030 named Zapadni Rodopi. It includes well-preserved natural habitats of Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels, Alpine and Boreal heaths , Bushes with Pinus mugo and Rhododendron hirsutum (Mugo-Rhododendretum hirsuti), Rhodope Potentilla fruticosa thickets , Moesian silver fir forests , Rhodopide and Balkan Range Scots pine forests, Acidophilous Picea forests of the montane to alpine levels (Vaccinio-Piceetea), Rupicolous calcareous or basophilic grasslands of the Alysso-Sedion albi. It is extremely vital for the Brown Bear and the Grey Wolf, which are listed as priority species in Annex II of the Habitat Directive 92/43/EEC, as well as for Rhinolophus hipposideros, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, Rhinolophus euryale, Rhinolophus blasii, Myotis blythii, Barbastella barbastellus, Myotis capaccinii, Myotis emarginatus, Myotis myotis, Rupicapra rupicapra balcanica, Miniopterus schreibersii, Triturus karelinii, Emys orbicularis, Bombina variegate, Testudo hermanni, Testudo graeca, Euphydryas aurinia, Osmoderma eremite, Rosalia alpine, Cerambyx cerdo, Austropotamobius torrentium, Lucanus cervus. 
The forest there is place of living of numerous rare bird species listed in Annex I of the Bird Directive 79/409/EEC. 
 Despite its great ecological significance the area is planned to be place of a new ski resort. The planned ski runs are about 60 km and 2000 beds in hotels are planed. In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local authorities in the Municipality of Rakitovo gave the green light to build this massive new ski resort.
2.13. Northern slopes of Kom peak in Balkan Mountain excluded from the site 

         Zapadna Stara Planina and Predbalkan / BG0001040/ 
The area of Kom peak in Balkan Mountain is threatened by the development of a projected ski resort. The area is of highest conservation importance. It protects one of 4 confirmed localities of lynx on the western border of Bulgaria -   the species was extinct and the process of natural restoration is going from mountains in adjacent Serbia. The site and area of Kom peak is also a very important habitat and stepping stone for bear and wolf – priority species under habitats Directive. The area hosts very rare in the region mountain coniferous forests of spruce 9410, fir 91BA, mountain pine 4070. 

The area of Kom peack includes well-preserved natural habitats of Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels, Alpine and Boreal heaths, Tilio-Acerion forest of slopes, screes and ravines, Sub-continental steppic grasslands. It is extremely vital for  Canis lupus, Ursus arctos, Vormela peregusna, Spermophilus citellus, Rhinolophus mehelyi, Rhinolophus hipposideros, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, Rhinolophus euryale, Rhinolophus blasii, Myotis blythii, Barbastella barbastellus, Myotis capaccinii, Myotis emarginatus, Myotis myotis, Rupicapra rupicapra balcanica, Miniopterus schreibersii, Triturus karelinii, Emys orbicularis, Bombina variegate, Testudo hermanni which are listed as priority species in Annex II of the Habitat Directive 92/43/EEC. 
The Municipality of Berkovitza has approved a General Master Plan for the development of a ski resort in the mountain, accompanied with the construction of hotels, ski slopes and ski facilities and new roads. Natural habitats will be destroyed and fragmented, large carnivores will be chased away. The project was approved after SEA, which disregarded NATURA 2000 and was adopted in secret in order to prevent action from NGOs.

Excluded from Natura 2000 northern slopes of  Kom peack  should be added again to the area of the site Zapadna Stara Planina and Predbalkan / BG0001040/. 
2.14. The areas of the Shabla lake complex and Tyulenovo at the Black Sea coast 
The Shabla lake complex includes three lakes in north-eastern Bulgaria, five km north-east from the village of Shabla. Two lakes are connected by an artificial canal and separated from the Black Sea by a sandbar; both have indented shorelines fringed with reed beds of phragmites, typha and carex. There is a hyper-saline lake (Shablenska tuzla) just to the south. There are planted trees and bushes of elaeagnus, syringa, ligustrum, cotinus and crataegus in the former state residence, and forestry plantations to the north (robinia, fraxinus) and south (populus) of the lake. The complex is very important in winter for the globally threatened Branta ruficollis and for Anser albifrons, which both occur in huge numbers, as well as for other wintering and migrating water birds, such as Pphalacrocorax pygmeus, Cygnus cygnus, Anas platyrhynchos and Aythya nyroca (one pair sometimes remains to breed). The site is also a notable migratory bottleneck site in autumn, when up to 6 500 Ciconia ciconia have been counted passing overhead. The Shabla lake complex is a Ramsar site.
In 2007 Bulgarian firm named Leader EOOD is planning (by applying to the Bulgarian authorities) to construct a resort on the sandbar between the Shablenska tuzla lake and the Black Sea. The Municipality of Shabla does support the project. This construction project will result in catastrophe for Europe’s famous Nature heritage located in the Shabla lake complex. 

Additionally the municipality council of Shabla town presents land for three golf resorts. Chairman of the municipal council Mr. Zdravko Yordanov told journalists that the draft plan for the golf complex, which is to be located between the village of Tyulenovo and the Shabla lighthouse, is the one that is at the most advanced stage. It will be realised by Golf Shabla Jsc, which was set up in May 2007 with a share capital of 101 837 shares at a par value of 100 leva a piece as a joint venture between the city hall and Prouchvane i Dobiv na Neft i Gaz Jsc (PDNG, or Oil and Natural Gas Probing and Extraction). The latter owns 65 per cent in the joint enterprise. Shabla municipality’s contribution is in the form of land. The complex will spread over a 140ha plot, 100ha of which are municipal property, the rest being provided by PDNG. According to authorities’ estimates, design and planning of the golf course will take two years and construction another four. The other two compounds approved by the municipality are the projects of Litex Commerce Jsc and Rosinvest, which will also be realised through public-private partnerships. These golf courses will be constructed in the regions around the villages of Ezerets and Vaklino.

This areas of Shabla  and Tyulenovo are extremely sensitive in ecological relation. The eco system is from steppe type, probably the last one of its kind in Bulgaria. These terrains are suitable for conservation, because along with the rest of the regional nature and history treasures may set up a micro complex for ecological and cultural tourism. Near Tiulenovo village are situated plenty of natural sights like Kamen Briag (The Stony Coast) in Yaltata area, the fortress and reserve Kaliakra, the biggest open air settlement in Europe (at Durankulak lake's big island) and many others. North from the golf resorts in project are the Shablensko and Durankulak lakes, which are with world importance for the protection of water-loving birds. In the moment on local Black sea coast the landscape in the North and South zones is sharply different. The South seaside is quite overcrowded, due the lack of adequate supervision and sanctions. The building sites there had destroyed many priceless micro landscapes. The North coast for now is with more saved nature...obviously not for long. By now the municipality council of Shabla had gave permission for the construction of two more golf terrains and the building of a yacht port near Tyulenovo.

2.15. The area of Kaliakra at the Black Sea coast

Kaliakra is the only site in Bulgaria which has the remaining Eastern Dobrudzha steppe, as well as the biggest cliffs along the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast. It supports 310 bird species, 71 of which are listed in the Red Data Book for Bulgaria (1985). Of all the birds occurring, 106 species are of European conservation concern (SPEC) (BirdLife International, 2004), 17 of them being listed in category SPEC 1 as globally threatened, 21 in SPEC 2 and 68 in SPEC 3 as species threatened in Europe. The area provides key habitats for 100 species included in Annex 2 of the Biodiversity Act, which need special conservation measures; 95 are listed also in Annex I of the Birds Directive. The territory of Kaliakra holds the last big and comparatively well preserved steppe habitat in the Dobrudzha Region. It is inhabited by typical steppe species, which are quite numerous – stone curlew, Burhinus oedicnemus, greater short-toed lark, Calandrella brachydactyla and calandra lark - Miliaria calandra, four wheater species and rose-colored starling Sturnus roseus. Almost the whole national population of the pied wheatear - Oenanthe pleshanka is concentrated in the region. The stone curlew, the greater short-toed lark and the calandra lark are present there with the biggest populations in the country.

Part of this famous wilderness area was excluded from the Natura 2000 list by the Bulgarian Government, which designate Kaliakra IBA onlu psrtially as a SPA and not over its whole territory.

Furthermore the Bulgarian Government has failed to apply adequately the site protection provisions of the Birds/Habitats Directives in relation to various wind farm and development projects on the Kaliakra proposed SPA on one of Europe's most important bird migration routes (Via Pontica).

Kaliakra Zone comprises a significant part of the North Black Sea Coast among the villages of Tyulenovo, Kamen bryag, Sveti Nikola, Balgarevo and the towns of Kavarna and Balchik.  Kaliakra preserves 12 natural habitats from the 92/43 Directive, including seaside rocks and caves, which were the last places in Bulgaria to qualify for the worldwide endangered species of the monk seal. Kaliakra is of outstanding importance for preserving the Priority Habitat Ponto-Sarmatic steppes, which is represented by two endemic Bulgarian subtypes - Paeonio tenuifoliae-Koelerietum brevis, spread along the plateau mainly to the east and north of Kavarna, and Alysso caliacrae-Artemisietum lerchianae, spread mainly along the landslide terraces between Balchik and Kavarna. The Kaliakra site has registered 237 species of birds (79 of them according to the 79/409 Directive), 40 rare and endangered plants (incl. the largest population in Bulgaria of the Paeonia tenuifolia – which was included in Appendix II of the Bern Convention), 7 species of rare mammals, representative populations of the two species of land turtles (Testudo spp.), and several different species of fish and invertebrates. The Kaliakra site includes a nature reserve of the same name, which is the only one in Bulgaria to have a sea aquatoria. Here can also be found the biggest nest habitats in Bulgaria of Phalacrocorax aristotelis, Oenanthe pleshanca, Melanocorypha calandra, Burhinus oedicnemus, Sturnus roseus. 

In 2007 Kavarna Municipality - initiates considerable negative changes in the zone. With the active cooperation of the Municipality, hundreds of hectares of municipal land were sold to private investors and their purpose was changed. This lead to the building of several small hotels and holiday villages, among which are “Kaliakria” (investor “Linexa Property” – area 41 dca) and “Topola Skies Golf & Spa resorts (investor “Aquatec” Ltd – Varna, area - 27.86 dca), over one of the endemic subtypes of Habitat 62С0. At the moment the Holiday Village “July Morning” is being built (investor Land Development (BLD) – area 100 dca again over steppe habitats. The largest projects, which lead to practical destruction of most of the zone, were implemented again with the active participation of Kavarna Municipality, which conceded the right to use and/or sell municipal lands to make a large golf course and a wind-generator park; in result, encroaching on steppe vegetation. The building of the golf-complex was  developed by “Thracian Cliffs Golf & Spa Resorts” and the chairman of the Bulgarian golf association Krasimir Gergov, on an area of 1400 dca, thus destroying about 30% of the most representative part of the endemic subtype Alysso caliacrae-Artemisietum lerchianae, 6 protected plant species, the most representative population of land turtles in the Black Sea bioregion, the only habitat in Bulgaria of the Catopta thrips butterfly and the largest Black Sea habitat of the European legless lizard (Ophisaurus apodus). The implementation of the investment became possible due to a false Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), which was disputed in a report of biologists, mainly in the texts related to vegetation. The report was supported by a protest letter from the Bulgarian Science Academy sent to Minister Chakarov, head of the Ministry of Environment and Waters but the Ministry would not take it into consideration and referred to the permit that was already issued. 

The second large destructive project was the implementation of a wind-generator park by „INOS-1” Ltd over the habitat of the second endemic subtype Paeonio tenuifoliae-Koelerietum brevis, on the plateau between the villages of Balgarevo and cape Kaliakra in the Kalekairyak area. The realization of the park began despite an unfinished lawsuit against the EIAR, again with the active assistance of Kavarna Municipality and despite a protest subscription letter, signed by half of the inhabitants of the village of Balgarevo. Not only does the wind-generator park threaten the migrating birds (the fact was announced by missions of the Bern Convention), but also during the building of the vane bases and the related infrastructure, 40% of the most representative part of the steppe was destroyed, the biggest population of Paeonia tenufolia in Bulgaria, the habitats of several protected and endangered species of plants and animals like Scandix australis, Ruta graveolens, Stipa lessingiana, Artemisia pedemontana, Centaurea caliacrae, Testudo graeca, Testudo hermannii, Opisaurus apodus, Burhinus oedicnemus, Vormela pereguzna, Melanocorypha calandra and many others. Meanwhile, everywhere in the seaside area (Tyulenovo, Kamen bryag, Sveti Nikola, Balgarevo, Topola, Bozhurets) the purpose of hundreds of hectares of agricultural land (mainly steppe, which according to the way of long-term use is referred to as “pasture”) has been changed with the aim of building new holiday villages, villas and golf-courses.  
2.16. The area of Batova River at the Black Sea coast 
Batova river valley is situated on the Northern Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, in Balchik municipality (Coastal Dobrudzha). The valley is unique composition of compact forest massifs, rock complexes, steppes and river stream close to the sea. The valley climate is mild, with comparatively warm winters, and not exposed to the cold northern winds as the other parts of Coastal Dobrudja. This is one of the factors explaining the rich biodiversity of the valley, including in addition to temperate biota many species with Mediterranenan (Southern) origin. The area was included in two Natura-2000 zones under birds and habitats Directives – “Batova river valley”(with code BG0000102) and “Batova”(code BG 0002082). The largest forest massif in the whole Bulgarian part of Dobrudzha was preserved in these zones. The forests are mostly oak, lime and also riparian with best presented protected under habitat types with codes 91MO, 91G0 and 91F0.  Batova forest is also the richest place of forest-breeding birds of prey in Dobrudzha with dense populations of species of high conservation status as Honey Buzzad (Pernis apivorus), Lesser Spotted Eagle (Aquila pomarina), Bonnelli’s Eagle (Hieraetus pennatus), Levant Sparrowhawk (Accipiter brevipes), Short –toed Eagle (Circaetus gallicus) and Black Kite (Milvus migrans).     The rock complexes are mostly situated on the left river bank, and there were detected breeding localities of Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus) and Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo). To the north of the rocks there are large areas covered with endemic subtypes of a Pontic- Steppe Habitat -  62С0. There were recorded dense populations of Tawny Pipit (Anthus campestris ), Short-toed Lark (Calandrella brachydactyla) and Stone Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus). Other common species here are the tortoises (Testuda graeca and Testudo hermanni), European legless lizard (Ophisaurus apodus), Aescupalian Snake (Elaphe longissima), European Sousliks (Spermophilus citellus), Jackals (Canis aureus), many species of bats. Оtters (Lutra lutra) live in the river. The meadows in the valley are populated by the globally threatened Corncrake (Crex crex). In addition above the area is presented one of the best migration corridors of birds of prey, pelicans, herons, storks and cranes in Europe- Via Pontica. Thousands of diurnal raptors stop annually to take rest and spend the nights in the dense forests of Batova. A part of the valley is included in special State Game Reserve with many Deers, Roe Deers, Wild Boars and Mouflons. 
The biggest threat to the Batova river valley is building of apartment complexes.   Construction of a new settlement called “Golden Valley” was started in 2007 by Eurosilex Company.  About 58 apartment blocks were built exactly on steppes to the east of Lyahovo village on the territory of the proposed protected zones. The complex was built on the top of one of the highest and remote rocks in the area which was the home place of 1 pair of Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo) and 1 pair of Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus). Further breeding of these birds there is doubtful.  Considerable parts of the steppes were destroyed thus affecting feeding territories of Booted Eagles, Lesser Spotted Eagles, Short-toed Eagles, Levant Sparrowhawks and other rare species. Breeding territories of two pairs of Stone Curlews were built up. Also breeding territories of the following bird species included in Annex I of Bird Directive were destroyed: Tawny Pipit (Anthus campestris), Short-toed Lark (Calandrella brachydactyla), Calandra Lark (Melanocorypha calandra), Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collurio), Lesser Grey Shrike (Lanius minor), Ortolan Bunting (Emberiza hortulana), Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria), Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus). In addition to already built complex the investors plan creating  “incredible lake”, “tropical garden”, tennis courts, restaurant, bar, supermarket, free golf driving range, spa center, pharmacy and conference hall.
  
As other threats to the Batova river valley could be pointed the newly planned construction of golf-course, construction of wind-power generators, mining (mangane extraction), opening the new quarries.   .  

2.17. The area of Kamchia – Shkorpilovtsi at the Black Sea coast 
The region between the mouth of Kamchia River to the north and the village of Shkorpilovtsi to the south includes the most varied array of coastal habitats (dunes, estuaries, sea bays), as well as the most spacious dense forests (91F0) in Bulgaria. A site of community importance titled Kamchiya is propose to protect them. Most of the dunes are included in the protected area „Kamchiiski pyasatsi”, and most of the dense forests are in the “Kamchia” Biosphere Preserve. Between the mouth of Kamchia  River and the village of Shkorpilovtsi lies the most representative place in the country for the priority grey dunes (2130*), and the only one in the country to have lakes in the dunes (subtype of habitat 2190), as well as one of the three places to preserve afforested dunes (2180). In this region one can find 27 endangered or protected plant species, some of which are Bulgarian or Balkan endemics, like Silene euxina, S. frivaldskiyana, Linum tauricum susbp. bulgaricum, Alyssum borzaenum and many others. There are also 237 species of birds, 101 of which are significant for preserving Europe’s nature as a whole. The area is important for preserving a number of rare mammals, amphibians, reptiles, fish and invertebrates, like Barbastella barbastellus, Lutra lutra, Myotis bechsteinii, Elaphe quatorlineata, Emys orbicularis, Testudo hermannii, Chalcalburnis chalcoides, Barbus plebejus, Barbus meridonalis, Alosa pontica, Osmoderma eremita, Morimus funereus, Cerambyx cerdo, Coenagrion mercuriаle and many others. 

A Decision № 568 from JUNE 17TH, 2005 - issued by the previous government - excluded 1500 dca of the dunes from the area of the sea beaches in Bulgaria (part of them were in the protected area of “Kamchiiski pyasatsi”), the Council of Ministers transferred the proprietorship of these lands from exclusive state property to private state property, violating the Law of Protected Areas and the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria. These 1500 dca of coastal sands turned to be agricultural land. On March 10-th, 2006, 407 dca of these “pastures”, again in violation of the Law of Protected Areas, were replaced by the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry with 31 properties in the municipalities of Vidin, Bregovo and Makresh, having a total area of 650 dca. The four hundred decares on the first line on the beach of Shkorpilovtsi were estimated to 55 673 BGN and the fields in the Vidin region – to 415 340 BGN. The new owner of the protected area – “Rees International” Ltd (owned by Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG) - litigated the order which announced the “Kamchiiski pyasatsi” protected area before the Supreme Administrative Court (SAC) due to “unclearly defined boundaries” of the object. A Decision № 7095 from June 27-th 2006 issued by the three members of the Supreme Administrative Court, declared void the designation order for the protected area on the basis of completely formal arguments, which was later confirmed by a five-member jury of SAC. 

In total contravention of the EU directives regarding Natura 2000 the new Master Spatial Development Plan (MSDP) of Dolni Chiflik Municipality prepared in 2007, confirmed the replacement of most of the dunes by forest funds, so that the dunes were announced as “resort forests” and “pastures” and designated for building-up. All of the dense forests are also meant to be build up, except for 842.1 ha, included in the Kamchia Preserve. If the MSDP of Dolni Chiflik Municipality is changed, more than 80% of the important habitats and species in the site will be lost. The building project has already started. At present the following building projects, partly or entirely affecting the biodiversity in the Natura 2000 protected territories of Kamchia-Shkorpilovtsi, are being developed: holiday village on over 130 dca in the area of the ex-camping site “Horizon,” by the Bulgarian-English consortium “Shkorpos” Ltd; RE/MAX is going to build a luxury complex in the area of the village of Samotino, on an area of 52 dca; a holiday village planned by “Kendar Global Properties” will be built on an area of 80 dca near Shkorpilovtsi. 
2.18. The area of Emine-Irakli at the Black Sea coast 
The territory of Emine in Bulgaria supports 218 bird species, 60 of which are listed in the Red Data Book for Bulgaria (1985). Of the birds occurring there 96 species are of European conservation concern (SPEC) (BirdLife International, 2004), 8 of them being listed in category SPEC 1 as globally threatened, 29 in SPEC 2 and 59 in SPEC 3 as species threatened in Europe. The area provides suitable habitats for 79 species, included in Annex 2 of the Biodiversity Act, which need special conservation measures, of which 73 are listed also in Annex I of the Birds Directive. Emine is located on the Via Pontica migration flyway and has international importance. This wonderful region, also known as Emine-Irakli is one of the last truly wild places now left along the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. It was proposed by the Bulgarian government to be included to the Natura 2000 network. 

In total contravention of both Bulgarian and international laws and directives, the local authorities in the Municipality of Nessebar gave the company called "Swiss Properties" the green light to build a massive new holiday complex occupying 20% of the protected territory of Emine. 
2.19. The area of Ropotamo at the Black Sea coast 
The Ropotamo site contains a unique biological diversity thanks to its various natural habitats – three freshwater or semi-salted lagoons (priority habitat 1150) – Stomopolu, Alepu, Arkutino; the highest afforested dune in Bulgaria (50 m) at Kaya Cape (2180); a various complex of dunes (2130*, 2110) – second by size and level of representativeness in Bulgaria, right after the one in Kamchia; the estuary of the Ropotamo River, various coastal habitats – rocks (1240) and sea caves (8330) at Maslen Cape (Oily Cape); the second largest dense forest (91F0) in Bulgaria and a diversity of oak forests (91М0, 91АА). As a whole Ropotamo preserves 25 types of natural habitats, 13 mammals species, 7 amphibian and reptile species, 7 fish species, 11 invertebrate species – all are mentioned in the 92/43 Directive of the EU, 236 birds, 104 of which are of European nature preserving significance. Some of them are: Rhinolophus hipposideros, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, Rhinolophus euryale, Rhinolophus blasii, Myotis emarginatus, Lutra lutra, Emys orbicularis, Triturus karelinii, Testudo graeca, Testudo hermanni, Elaphe situla, Elaphe quatuorlineata, Alosa pontica, Barbus plebejus, Chalcalburnus chalcoides, Misgurnus fossilis, Morimus funereus, Callimorpha quadripunctaria. It is one of two areas in the Southern part of Bulgarian Black Sea coast, where land tortoises still live in coastal habitats. The area of Ropotamo together with Strandzha Mountain is the only place in the Black Sea bio-geographic region to serve as a natural habitat for the lynx (Lynx lynx). Ropotamo is a part of the natural habitat - within the boundaries of the EU - of the black-collared racer-snake (Platyceps collaris), a potential habitat of the monk seal (Monachus monachus) and a nesting place for the Mediterranean storm-bird (Puffinus yelcoulan). The numerous rare and protected plants include endemics like Silene euxina, Aurunia uechtritziana, Hypecoum ponticum, Linum tauricum susbsp. bulgaricum, also, it is the largest habitat in the country of the Nymphaea alba, Prangos ferulacea, Pancratium maritimum,  Maresia nana. 

The site belongs to the territory of two municipalities: Sozopol and Primorsko. Both municipalities have announced investment intentions, related to the Ropotamo area. In 2007, with the assistance and support of Sozopol Municipality, the holiday complex “Sveti Toma” was built on an area of 28.3 dca by “GBS-Invest” PLC in the area of Humata cape between “Alepu” lagoon and Ropotamo dunes (priority habitat grey dunes *2130). The project was approved in 2006 after EIA by the Regional Inspectorate of the Minister of Environment and Waters. The EIA disregarded status of the area as a potential NATURA 2000 site and the EIA permit claimed that there are no protected habitats and species in the area.  However the holiday complex directly destroyed or fragmented habitats that were protected in the area - it destroyed 50% of the population of tortoises in the site inhabiting the coastal zone. It also destroyed 1.6% of the coastal area of the habitat 91MO, fragmented also 1,6 of the adjacent coastal cliffs 1240. The project will cause significant impact on adjacent territories. All area of grey dunes (*2130, 108 hectares) will be under strong human pressure – regular visiting, basking and trampling.  The main coastal road, which was planned to be moved and its section fragmenting “Alepu” lagoon to be closed is now the only access road to the new tourist complex and will continue to function so 81% of the lagoons in the site will be fragmented. 

In 2007 additional areas comprising about 10 hectares on the cape Humata were excavated and dug by private owners in order to destroy natural habitats and to deprive the area from habitats and species protected by NATURA 2000. This way the whole habitat of the two species of land tortoises Testudo hermanni and Testudo graeca (one of two vital populations of both species in the coastal areas) was destroyed but also significant part of habitats of Elaphe sauromates (blotched snake), Vormella pregusna (Marbled polecat). 

Sozopol Municipality intends to build up the area surrounding the Alepu lagoon. The investment company Equity Trust, through the R2R Arqutino Ltd has bought 576 dca of the dunes at Ropotamo and intends to build a tourist complex. The accepted MSDP of 
Primorsko Municipality contemplates the building of 3 holiday villages on the territory of Maslen Cape (the most representative part of the area related to the diversity of xenothermic oak forests and pastures), two yacht ports and a golf course near the river of Ropotamo, which reaches the Mirios Bay. The owner of the golf course is Krasimir Gergov – chairman of the Bulgarian Golf Association. The golf course is on an area of 1200 dca and will be accompanied by a SPA centre, tennis courts, holiday complex and a yacht port. The investment intentions in Ropotamo fundamentally affect the indigenous flora and fauna preserved in the NATURA 2000 protected areas and if these investments are realized and if destroyed habitats are not restored the final cumulative impacts will be:
· near 100% destruction, fragmentation and deterioration of priority habitats *91AA (pubescent oak woods), *1150 (lagoons), *2130 (grey dunes) and of non-priority habitats 1240 (Mediterranean cliffs) and 1130 (estuary of Ropotamo river).

· significant destruction and fragmentation of other 2 types of habitats – dry grasslands 6220 - 57 % of the area in the site; termophillous oak forests 91M0 – 27%

· significant destruction and fragmentation of habitats of species – for land tortoises (Testudo hermanni and Testudo graeca) 44-48 % of the habitats and 90% of the habitats in the coastal area, 50% of the currently viable population in the coastal area; for Marbled polecat (Vormela peregusna) and blotched snake (Elaphe sauromates) – 73 % of the habitats; for European pond turtle (Emys orbicularis), Southern Crested Newt (Triturus karelinii) and otter(Lutra lutra) – 47% of the habitats.
2.20. The area of Strandzha Natural park

Strandzha Nature Park was designated in 1995, covers an area of 116068.50 ha and is the largest protected area in Bulgaria. It includes unique vegetation with Meditteranean and Pontic – Euxinic vegetation elements and huge oak and Eastern beech massifs. It is included in the European ecological network Natura 2000. The Uzunbodzhak Reserve was designated in 1977 as a strict nature reserve, while the nature park around it, designated later, acts as a biosphere reserve. The park is proposed as a potential site of Community Importance with code BG0001007. 
The Strandzha Nature Park brings significant areas of forests of codes 91MO, 91S0, 91F0, 91E0. This is the most important site for protection of habitat type 91S0. The site is important in terms of geographical coherence for its estuaries (1130), white dunes (2120) and grey dunes (2130). Dunes (code 2120 and 2130) are formed as a narrow strip along beaches - mainly near river estuaries. 2 big and 2 small estuaries (1130) are formed in the site. Most of the coastal line is occupied by vegetated sea cliffs of the Mediterranean coasts with endemic Limonium spp. (code 1240). Most of the inlands are occupied by forests. Agricultural lands are spread in part of the valleys and areas surrounding villages. This is the most important place with localities of Mauremys caspica in the Black Sea region (few localities northern the site). 

Important habitats for Emys orbicularis, Bombina bombina and Lutra lutra (it also inhabits rocky seashores in the site), Testudo hermanni, Testudo graeca, Elaphe quatorlineata sauromates, Vormela peregusna are also located in Strandzha Nature Park. The last 4 inhabit in the area places with sparse shrubby vegetation, edges of dense forests with grasslands and agricultural lands, hedges in extensive agricultural lands. The site is one of the two sites in the southern part of Black Sea Coast (between the port of Burgas nad Turkey), where the Testudo hermanni and Testudo graeca inhabits coastal habitats with breeding populations. The site hosts un-fragmented habitats of wolf however the species is now only marginally presented there – the site intends restoration of natural range of the species.

In 2006, the Krash 2000 company started construction of an illegal holiday complex in the nature park. The construction of Krash 2000 was permitted by Tsarevo municipality without preliminary EIA. It is situated in the park, has destroyed abandoned agricultural lands and has caused fragmentation of the sea cliffs – a NATURA 2000 protected habitat with code 1240. The project was stopped by the environmental authorities in February 2006, but to day no restoration of the area has happened. 

In the beginning of 2007, a court case was launched against the designation order of Strandzha Nature Park. The court case was launched by Tsarevo municipality (one of the two municipalities included in the park) and Krash 2000. The main arguments of the municipality were that the park’s borders are unclear. On 28 June 2007, the first instance of the Supreme Administrative Court confirmed the ruling of the first one – that the designation order of Strandzha Nature Park is invalid due to lack of distinction of a small part of the northern border. 

The ruling was absurd from both legal and moral point of view. It is an extremely negative precedent. It gives a clear signal to any private investor who wants to build hotels in a protected area that the designation orders, some of them issued decades ago, could easily be declared void by court.

Street citizen protests against the court’s decision started from the day of the decision. Hundreds or thousands of young people blocked streets and made manifestations. Strong reaction from media and society (protests were supported by 70% of Bulgarians) put pressure on politicians and in August 2007 the Parliament accepted as law the existence of protected areas, designated in the past, and thus restored the status of the Natural Park.

In the autumn of 2007 the Municipality of Tzarevo launched the development of a General Master Plan for the Municipality. Currently that plan passes SEA and NATURA 2000 assessment. The proposed plan has only one proposed main alternative – build-up of a big part of the coastal areas in the Natural Park and relevant NATURA 2000 site. 622 hectares of land are planned to be built up and natural and semi-natural lands to be destroyed. Much bigger areas will be affected as a result of this fragmentation. If this plan is applied, a number of habitats and species protected in the area will be significantly affected: 1130 estuaries, 1240 Mediterranean coastal cliffs, 2120 white dunes, 6220 dry grasslands, termophillous oak forests 91M0, coastal habitats of otter (Lutra lutra), land tortoises (Testudo hermanni and Testudo graeca), Caspian turtle (Mauremys rivulata), blotched snake (Elaphe sauromates). 

The undergoing assessment procedure however raises strong doubts. The Environmental report on impacts on NATURA 2000 paid by the Municipality is very general, without any real particular scientific assessment and on the base of common words claims that there will be no significant impacts. 
3. List of attachments
3.1. Table with all Bulgarian Natura 2000 sites and descriptions about the ongoing 

       problems with their protection and with the borders of some of them

3.2. Map of endangered Black Sea pSCIs

3.3. Map of endangered from new ski resorts and facilities pSCIs

3.4. Map of endangered from hydro-power plants pSCIs
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